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excellent job of finding strong
candidates. I just wish they all
could serve. Do vote.

REFERENDUM You are also
asked to cast your vote sanctioning
the 52 raise in section dues. This
vas approved without descent by the
Board and at the Business Meeting
in Chicago August, 1937 so another
vote now might seem redundant. It
does, however, deserve serious con-
sideration because the ASA has
changed the base on us. Dues have
been §5 all of which is kept by the
ASA. Their audit shows that it
costs just over §8 to service each
section membership and they want the
very rapidly proliferating sections
(which some see as rivaling allegiance
to the ASA as such) to pay their own way. As it now stands, dues this
coming year will be 8§58, all of which goes to the ASA. If, as we have
already voted, we want 52 for the section to spend, dues will have to be
raised to $10.

What do we need money for? Not for parties, not for prizes, not for
fellowships, not to fly Board members to meetings, and such. Money is
needed to expand the number of Newsletter pages (we get 20 pages for the
year and have to pay for any more); to pay part of the cost of the teach-
ing package and the annotated membership list the section is creating; to
subsidize start-up cost of a proposed computer-based network 1linking
Section members with each other and with members of the International
Sociological Association's Art, Culture and Communication section members
around the world; to defray phone costs associated with putting out the
newsletter, organizing the Section sessions at the annual meetings, and
creating the slate of candidates for section offices, and the like. To
this point we have had to call on donations from ocur employers, solicited
friends, and ourselves, sources on which we should not have to rely.

For some, raising does from 55 to 510 means more than to others. I
suggest the option of 58 dues for students and 510 for the rest of section
menbers. What say you?

BRIEFS Can you help with the annotated list of section members? EE
Please send course outlines to Rosanne Martorella. 5%  Send requests for
research resources and Newsletter contributions to Liah Greenfeld. Their
addresses are listed at the left. == Next issue, details of the Atlanta
ASR meetings. Our section day is the next to last day: Saturday, August 27.
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You didn't recognice the baby.
Now that it's a kid....... ?




THE 50CIOLOGY OF CULTURE AS A SUBFIELD

Jeffrey Goldfarb, New School for Social Research

In my judgement, the sociology of culture ought to be considered a subfield, not a f& -
perspective. The cbjects of our investigations should be the arts and sciences broadly
understood, but not so broadly understood as to include ideology or mass entertainments.

In focusing on the arts and sciences, culture should not be viewed as a reflection of
soclety. Rather, culture is an autonomous sphere in the modern world, interrelated with
other spheres of life, but developing significantly apart from them.

Cultural autonomy emerges from the independent conversations cultural agents hawve in
their work with their predecessors and contemporaries, thus constituting living eultural
traditions and cultural publics. The life of these traditions and publics appears within
a matrix of interpretation. The study of the multiple interpretations of culture and of
the politics of interpretations amongst creators, producers, distributors and consumers
should be the primary subject of the sociology of culture.

Considering the arts and sciences as the "culture" in the "sociology of culture,”
obviously is not the only way to proceed. There are several alternatives. Cultural
sociology can just as well be identified as a perspective -- the (Weberiam?) cultural
approach as opposed to the (Marxist?) materialist approach. Culture can be viewed as the
set of human tools, or the ideas upon which the tools are based. Tt can be identified
with ideclogy, and it can be subsumed under religion. For me, each of these viewpoints
has much to offer, some of the best work in the social sciences, especially in anthropology,
has followed these paths, yet they often offer too much.

The problems with these alternatives can be stated briefly. Conceived as a perspe-
tive, as our colleagues Clifford Geertz, Ann Swidler, and Liah Greenfield suggest in
different ways, the cultural is everything. Therefore, we must ask ourselves, is it
anything in particular? Conceived as a highly mediated or subtle ideclogy, in the
fashion and traditions of Marx and Mannheim, culture can become nothing. The beauties of
line in the graphic arts and sound in music and poetry, the elegance and subtlety of mind
in science, become but facades of interests, not embodiments of human reach and distinctive-
ness. Fipally, if culture is but a component of religious belief, an extension of norma-
tive concerns or serving normative transcendent ends, as Talcott Parsons i“d the older T.5.
Elliot suggest, the whole modern project of enlightenment would be lost.

If instead we follow Weber's analysis of the separation of spheres, we can appreciate
and analyze enlightenment as it exists in the artifacts and accomplishments of the arts
and sciences on their own terms, and relate them to other spheres of society. The cultural
can then be appreciated as a separate part of a differentiated modern world. The modern
age then would be characterized in our research not only by the rise of capitalism, proletar-
ianization and the emergence of the modern state, as the "new" comparative historical
sociclogists from Barrington Moore Jr. to Charles Tilly to Theda Skocpol tell us. it would
be defined in our research as well by science separated from religious dogma, and art that
does not simply seek to reveal religious truths. The cultural worlds in this sense are at
the center of the sociological enterprise, not as the study of, or approach to everything,
but as a ceatral subject matter, especially in a critical sociology.

As these statements by Goldfarb, Namenwirth and Weber attest, the Newsletter welcomes
statements concerning the nature or culture and its measurement. In additiomn, statements
citing relevant literature that detail receat developments in specific topics are welcomed.
Submissions are subject to editorial review and pruning. Ed.




WHAT IS CULTURE AND WHAT ARE CULTURE INDICATORS?

J. Zvi Namewirth and Robert Philip Weber
Department of Sociology Office of Information Technology
University of Connecticut Harvard University

Students of culture disagree on three main issues: (1) Does culture consist of abstract
systems of ideas or of concrete behavior? (2) Is culture real, or is it a convenient
fiction indistinguishable from the sum of individual ideas or individual behavior? {3)
Does cultural change cause change in society and other systems, or, does cultural change
result from change in these same systems?

In our view (Dynamics of Culture, Winchester MA: Allen & Unwin, 1987), culture consists
of systems of ideas rather than behavior or material artifacts. To be sure, ideas are
imperfectly manifested in the dynamics of action systems such as society, polity, and
economy, and in the behavior of individuals. Still, a fundamental premise here is the
ontological distinction between ideas and action.

Our answer to the second question takes a realist rather than nominalist position.
Specifically, culture is a system that has structure, an identity, and maintains boundaries.
The dynamics of culture, morecver, are irreducible to the dynamics of subcultures and the
ideas of individuals, e.g., opinions, beliefs, or attitudes. We maintain that cultural
dynamics are the dynamics of culture as a whole and that both culture as a system and
cultural dynamics exist apart from the cultures of its constituent elements.

This realist position does not imply the belief in cultural determinism, which holds
that changes in culture determine changes in other realms. Rather, we find that changes
in cultural themes sometimes are associated with political realignments, sometimes are
caused by economic fluctuations, and that sometimes they intervene between changes in
economic performance and political outcomes.

If culture consists of abstract systems of ideas, then what are the best indicators of
culture? Culture indicators gauge the state of a culture allowing for a quantitative
comparison of changes in that state over time or differences in states among cultures or
parts thereof. Thus, culture indicators are time series which describe changing states of
a cultural system--for example, moral values or political ideology--in contrast with
social indicators are time series which describe changing states of a social system, e.g.,
changes in infant mortality rates or crime statistics.

However, our position is not now widely shared. Different conceptions of culture and
society are the cause of the resulting disagreements. For example, Peterson and Horowitz,
among others, include as culture indicators measures of culture production and consumption,
statistics showing the quantity of plays, movies, books, dance, music and other art works
produced or consumed within a society. Such statistics measure social and economic prodicts
(and thus might qualify as social or economic indicators of cultural activity) but they do
not measure culture contemt, which in our view is the sipe qua pon of a culture indicator.
Finally, the cultural statistics definition of culture indicators derives from a more
restricted conception of culture. It equates culture with high art or with the popular arts.

New methods of measuring culture content drawing on recent developments in cognitive
science and artificial intelligence may well replace current methods for generating culture
indicators such as our technique of analyzing text content by counting words or other
textual units. However, the current problem is not a dearth of measurement techniques.
Rapid advances in culture indicators await greater precision in concept formation, maintain-
ing distinctions among culture, society, the person, and charting their differing character-
istics.
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